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leads to doubt as to whether there is any criminal law or punishment 
at all in really primitive groups. Certain precursors thereof may no 
doubt be traced; but it would seem that for the existence of this social 
institution there is requisite a considerable degree of complexity in the 
social organization and that its genesis must be sought mainly within 
the historical period. There is therefore need for more intensive cul- 
ture of the field of the history of criminal law. This work should be of 
assistance in stimulating such studies. 

Edward Lindsey. 

Le Droit des Gens, ou Principes de la Loi Naturelle Appliques a 
la Conduite et aux affaires des Nationes et des Souverains. 
Par M. de Vattel. With an introduction by Albert de Lap- 
radelle. English translation by Charles G. Fenwick, Ph.D. 
Three volumes. (Carnegie Institution of Washington, 1916. 
Pp. xxxv, 644; 501; 463.) 

The Carnegie Institution is performing a distinct service for students 
and teachers of international law by reprinting the original texts, with 
English translations, of the treatises of the leading writers on interna- 
tional law during its formative period. The service is a much needed 
one owing to the fact that most of the early treatises were written in 
Latin and are, therefore, closed books to all except a comparatively 
small number of scholars, and also because the original texts are not 
available in many American libraries. The work of reprinting and 
translating these "classics" is being carried out under the competent 
editorial supervision of Dr. James Brown Scott. The plan is to repro- 
duce photographically the original text and to accompany it with an 
English version prepared by a competent translator, together with an 
introduction containing a biographical sketch of the author and an 
estimate of the place which his contribution occupied in the early liter- 
ature and the influence which it has exerted, if any, on the subsequent 
development of international law. The classics so far reproduced and 
reprinted include the principal works of Zouche, Ayala, Victoria and 
Grotius, to which is now added the famous treatise of Vattel. The 
edition from which the present reproduction and translation were made 
was that printed at Neuchatel (but dated at London) in 1758. As is 
well known, the founders of the American nation derived their knowl- 
edge of international law mainly from Vattel as they derived their 
knowledge of the English common law from Blackstone. 
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Vattel, therefore, like Blackstone, was generally found in every Ameri- 
can library of note and was read, quoted and appealed to as an authority 
on questions involving the principles of international law and the usage 
of the past. Professor Lapradelle in a very interesting introduction of 
some forty-five pages reviews the principal events in the life and career 
of Vattel; describes the influence which the writings of Wolf exerted 
upon him; analyzes and criticizes certain of his doctrines; traces his 
influence on the subsequent development of international law; and 
estimates the authority with which his treatise was regarded in the 
different countries where it was read. In England it was favorably 
received from the first and was translated three times before 1797. In 
America its authority was still greater; by 1780, we are told, it had 
become a classic and a text book in the colleges; it was cited as the high- 
est authority by Marshall, Kent, Story, and Wheaton ; and it was relied 
upon by the American government in its diplomatic controversies with 
foreign powers. Vattel's authority in Germany was less, because there 
his liberal ideas did not meet with favor. Few treatises on interna- 
tional law have gone through so many editions and been so often trans- 
lated. According to a table published in the present edition (Vol. I, 
pp. Ivi-lix) the number of such editions amounts to twenty, while nine 
translations have appeared in England, twelve in the United States, 
five in Spain, one in Germany and one in Italy. This is an honor with 
which only Grotius appears to have been rewarded. 

From as extended a comparison of the original text with the present 
translation as it was possible for the reviewer to make he believes that 
Professor Fenwick's task has been admirably executed. His transla- 
tion appears to be accurate and it is certainly clear in meaning and at- 
tractive in style. His aim has been the only legitimate one which a 
translator should have, namely, to present the author's thought in good 
English without the literalism which spoils so many translations. 
Here and there are words and phrases concerning the English equiva- 
lent of which there is room for a difference of opinion, but the reviewer 
has found no instance of a rendering which can be said to be inaccurate. 

James W. Garner. 

The Enforcement of International Law through Municipal Law in 
the United States. By Philip Qtjincy Wright, Ph.D. (Uni- 
versity of Illinois Studies in the Social Sciences, March, 1916. 
Pp. 264.) 
According to Arthur Balfour, former prime minister of Great Britain, 

"international law has no sanctions; no penalties are inflicted on those 



